[bookmark: _GoBack]American Literature: Mid-term exam.

Answer the following five questions in complete paragraphs.  Each answer should rely on passages taken from the literature and you should include outside sources to support your answers (read the document called How to Use Sources carefully, please).  Many of the weeks have links to outside sources, and you may use those or find your own sources.  One or two sources, in addition to the primary text, would be enough, as I’m primarily interested in your analysis of the text.  The total number of words for your answers should be in excess of 1,250 words (an average of at least 250 each without counting the question).  Note that those are “at least” numbers.  No penalty for writing more.  Check your spelling and your grammar, as they count.  My best advice is to read your answers out loud to make sure that they sound good.  That’s actually one of the best ways to catch your grammatical and syntax errors.  Write graceful, interesting prose that I will enjoy reading, please.
 
1. Religion plays a very important part in almost all of the writing we have read—from Columbus to Phyllis Wheatley.  Using passages from several of the texts we have read, compare several of the various attitudes of the writers toward religion.  For example, how did Columbus’ view of religion compare to Mary Rowlandson or how does William Bradford’s view of religion compare to Jefferson’s view, etc.

2. Summarize Jefferson’s Query on Religion and apply it to today’s controversies over the role of religion in government or in the public realm.  Or does it apply?

3. What do Equiano’s narrative and Dubois’ essay say to you about the history of race in America?  What do you think the future of race is for America?  Taking as your points, Equiano, Douglass, and Dubois and including what you know about Jim Crow laws (look them up if you don’t know that they are) and the Civil Rights movement of the 50s and 60s, what do you think about the state of race relations in America today and how they relate to the history of race in America?

4. Summarize the main points of Paine’s The Crisis.  How does this document carry through to today?  Does it still hold importance for us?

5.  What were Jefferson’s main sources for writing the Declaration of Independence and do those sources still contribute to the “American character?”
